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Articles of Religion, * 
S * Agreed upon by the Arch-Biſhops, and 
I Biſhops, and the reſt of the Clergy of IR E+ 
T LAND in the Convocation holden at-Dublin 
& in the year of our Lord God 1615. for. the 
41 avoiding of Divezxſities of Opinions, and the 
w 0 eſtabliſhing of Conſent touching Trae R'E+ 
; LIGION . 00 + 


Ms Of the Holy Seripeare , and the Three Creeds. 
X I He Ground of our Religion , and the Rule of F aith, 
and all Gving Truth,-is the Word of God; con» 
tained in the Holy Scripture. - 22 


*2 By the name of Holy Scripture we underſtand 
all the Canonical Books of the Old and New Teſtament, viz, 


t Of the Old Teſtament. 
if 3 The Five Books of Moſes. | Fob. 
'q Foſua. | Pſalms. 
FM. Fudpes | | Proverbs. 
ud Ruth. | { Eccleſiaſtes, 
: The firſt and ſecand of Samucl. T he Song of Salojmwits * 
The firſt and ſecond of Kings. . | Iſazah 


(FT) & me firſt and ſecond of Chroni- Feremiah his Propheſie and La- 
- cles. 


mentation. 
Eſra. Ezechiel 
Nebemiah. 1 | Damel. 
| Eſther. | | The 12 toſs Prophirt. 
, 2 
| 


* 
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| 25, Of che New Teſtament. +. .& | | 
. The Gafpels acconding to *” © | *| Colofſtans, >. | 
Matthew. | "| | Theſſalonians 2. 
Ark. 1 Timothy 2. Fo 
the. -. 249 Titus. , | 
nid i | | -—r nay | } £4 *% 
The Ads of the Apoſt les. Hebrews. © | 
The Epiſtle of S. Paul to the Ro-"\ | The Epiſtle of S. Famer. 
MARS. | San Peter 2. 
Corinthians 2, | _* 1 | Samet Foln 3. 
Galathians. _.-.. , _- "| 1 Saint Fude. 
Epbeſians.' : © The Revelation of Saint © 
P Pp ran. : | Jobn. 


All which we acknowledge to be given by-the Inſpiration of 
God, and 1n that regard to be of moſt certain credit and higheſt 
Authority. | Wn: 

3 Theother Books commonly called Apocryphal , did not pro- 4 
ceed from ſuch Inſpiratiort ; ang therefbre are not of ſufficient | 
—_— to eſtabliſh any Point of Doctrine , but the Church 


doth read them as Books containing many worthy things for Ex- 
ample of Life and Inſtruftion of Manners. 
Such are theſe following. 
The third Book of Eſdras. | | Baruchmith the Epiſtle of Jere- 
The fourth Book of Eſdras. | miah. 
The 'Bock.of Tobias. | The Song of the Three Chilaren.. 
The Book of Fudith. Suſanna. mw 
Additions to the Book.of Eſt her. | | Bell aud the Dragon, s } 
The Book of Wiſdom. The Prayer of Manaſſes.. ' | 
The Book of Feſis the Son of Si- | The firſt Book of Macchabees. 
_ rach, called Eccleſiaſticus. - The ſecond Book of Macchabecs. 4 


.4. The Scriptures onght to be Tranſlated out of the Original | 
Tongues znto all Languages for the common uſe of all Men + nei- | 
ther | 
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ther is any Perſon to be diſcouraged from reading the Bible in 
| fuch a Langyage as he doth underſtand, but ſeriouily exhorted to 
| read the ſame with great Humility acd Reveregce, as a ſpecial 
' means to bring him to the true knowledge of God, and of his 
own Duty. E 
5 Although there be ſome hard things in the Scripture (cfpc- 
cially ſuch as have proper relation to the times in which they 
were firſt uttered, and Propheſies of things which were after- 
wards to be fulfilled), yer all things neceſſary to be known unto 
| everlaſting Salvation are clearly delivered therein : and nothing 
| of that kind is fpoken under dark myſteries in one place, which is 
| not in other Kg ſpoken more familiarly and plainly, to the ca- 
; pacity both of Learned and Unlearned,  * 
6 The: Holy Scriptures contain all things neceſſary to Salva 

tion, and are able to inſtxudt ſufficiently in all Points of. Faith 

that we are, bound to believe, and all good Dutics that we are 

bound to practiſe. | 

7 All andevery the Articles contained in the Vicez Creed, the 

Creed of eAthenaſias, and that which is commonly called the ,2po- 

files Creed, 0 1 firmly to be- received and believed. for they 
- may be proved by moſt. certain warrant of Holy Scripture. 


of 
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Of Faith. in. the Holy Trinity. 


8 T Here is but one living and true God everlaſting, without 
Body, Parts, or Paſſions, of Infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, the Maker and Preſerver of. all things , both Vi- 
+ Þ ſible, and Inviſible. And. in Unity of. this Godhead,. there be 
43 Three Perſons of one andthe fame Subſtance, Power, and Eter- 
nity : the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. | 
1} 9 The Eſſence of the Father doth not beget rhe Efſence of the 
4d Son ; but the Perſon of the Father begetteth the Perſon of the 
q Son,. by communicating his whole Efſence to the Perſon begotten , 
from Eternity. | 
Ke 10 The Holy Ghoſt proceeding frem-the Father and the Son, 
is of one Subſtance, Majeſty and Glory , with the Father and the 
Son, very and Eternal God... or 
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E-: YEICKES OF LCCLZPTOB., 


” ©1upn:; Of God's Erernd Derree, and Predeftination, 


" 414"30D fromall Eternity. did by his unchangeable Counſel 

© ordain whatſoever in time ſhould come to pals : yet ſo 

as thereby no violence is offered to the wills of the reaſonable 

Creatures, and neither the liberty nor the contingency of the ſe- 

cond cauſes'is taken away, but eſtabliſhed rather. | 

12 4 1, > UI. «By the ſame Eternal Counfel God hath'pre- 

&« deſtinated ſome unto Life, and reprobated ſome nnto Death : 

<« of both which there is a certain number, known only to God, 
& which can neither be increaſed nor diminiſhed. | 

13 Predeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
whereby, before the Foundations of the World were layed , he 
hath conſtantly decreed in his ſecret Connſel to deliver from 
Curſeand Damnation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out 
of Mankind, and to bring them by Thriſt unto everlaſting Salva- 
tion, as Veſſels made to honour, | 

14 ll. *« The cauſe moving God to Predeſtinate unto life, 
< 1s not the foreſeeing of Faith, or Perſeverance, or good Works, 
«or of any thing which is in the Perſon predeſtinated, but only 
< the good pleaſure of God himſelf. For all things being ordained 
for the manifeſtation of his Glory, and his Glory being to appear, 
both in the works of his Mercy and of his Juſtice, it ſeemed good 
to his heavenly Wiſdom to chooſe out a certain number, towards 
whom he would extend his undeſeryed Mercy, leaving the ret to 
be Spectacles of his Juſtice. | , 

15- Such as are predeſtinated unto Life, be called according un- 
to God's _ (his Spirit working in due ſeaſon) and throu 
Grace they obey the colin , they be juſtthed freely, they be made 
ſons of God by Adoption.,they be made like the Image of his only 
mm goes Son Jefus Chriſt , they walk rehgjouſly in good works, 
and at jeagth by God's Mercy they attain to everlaſting felicity. 
«£7 IV. * Bur ſuchas are not predeftinated to Salvation , fhall fi- 
- & nally be. condemned for their Sins. 

16 "The godly conſideration of Predeftination and our EleCtion 
* IinChriſt, ts full of ſweet, pleafant, and nnſpeakable comfort to 
godly Perſons, and ſuch as fcel in themſelves the working of the 

Spirit 


Articks of Religion. 
Spirit of Chriſt,mortifying the works of the Fleſh,and their earth- 
ly Members, and drawing up their Minds to high and Heavenly 
Things : as. well becauſe it doth greatly confirm and eſtabliſh 
their Faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed rough Chriſt, as 
becauſe ic doth fervently kindle their love towards God :- and on 
the contrary ſide, for curious-and carnal perſons, lacking the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, to have continually before their Eyes the Sentence 
of God's. Predeſtination, is very dangerous. | ; 

17 We muſt receive God”s Promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they. be | 
generally ſet forth unto us in Holy Scripture : and in our doings, 
that will of God is to be followed, which we have exprelly de- 
clared unta us in the Word of God, 


FO 00 Ln" hs. I" "I'S 


a ——— 


Of the Creation and Government of all things. 


13 FN the beginning of time, when no Creature had any Being, 
God by is Word alone, in the ſpace of Six Days, Crea- 

ted all things, apd afterwards by his Providence doth continue, 

Propagate, and order them according to his own Will, 

19 The principal Creatures, ate Angels and Men. 

20 Of Angels, ſome continued in that Holy ftate wherein 
they were Created, and are by God's Grace for cvcr. ſtabliſhed 
therein: others fell from the ſame, and are reſerved in chains of - 
Darkneſs unto the Judgment of the great Day. 

21 Manbcingatthe beginning Created according to the Image 
of God (which conſiſted eſpecially in the Wiſdom of his Mind, 
andthe true Holineſs of his free-Will) had the Covenant of the 
Law ingrafted in his Heart : whereby God did Promiſe unto 
him Everlaſting Life, upon. condition that he performed entire 
and perfe&t Obedience unto his Commandments, according to 
that meaſure of Strength wherewith he was endued in his Crea- 

oo and threatned Tat wato him, if he did; not perform. the 
ſame, | 
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Articles of Religion. 
23: God is not the Author of Sin : howbeit'he doth nat only. 
permit, but alſo by his Providence govern and order the faime,,, 


guiding it in ſuch ſort by his-infinite Wiſdom, as it turneth to the 
manifeſtation of his own Glory, and to the good of his Elect. 


7 nw 
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Of Chriſt, the Mediator of the ſecond Covenant. 


29 He Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from 
| everlaſting of the Father, the true and Eternal God, of 
one Subſtance with the Father, took Man's Nature in the Womb 
of the bleſſed Virgin, of her Subſtance: ſo that two whole and 
rfect Natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead and Manhood, were 
inſeparably joyned in one Perſon, making one Chriſt very' God 
and very Man. £ 
30 Chriſt in the truth of our Nature, was made like unto us in 
all things, Sin only excepted, from whiah he was clearly yoid,both 
in bis Life, and in his Nature. He came as a Lamb without ſpot, 
to take away the Sins of the World, by the Sacrifice of himſelf 
once made; and Sin (as S. Fohn ſaith) was not in him. He fulfil- 
led the Law for us perfettly : For our ſakes he endured moſt grie- 
vous Torments immediately in his Soul, and moſt painful Suſfer- 
ings in his Body. He was Crucified , and Died to reconcile his 
Father unto us, and to be a Sacrifice not only for Original Guilt, 
but alſo for all our Actual Tranſgreſſions. He was Buried and de- 
ſcended into Hell, and the Third day roſe from the Dead, and 
took again his Body, with fleſh, bones, andall things appertain- 
ing to the perfection of Man's Nature : wherewith he aſcended 
into-Heaven, and there ſitteth at the right hand of his Father, un- 
til he return to Judge all Men at the laſt Day. 


Of the Communicaging of the Grace of Chriſt. 


31 Hey are to be Condemned , that preſume to ſay, That 
eycry Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Se&t which he 
profcſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life according. to 
that Law, and the light of Nature. 5 or Holy Scripture doth ſet 
out 


Anticls of Religion. 
jt 03 only the Name of Jcſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt 


F332" VII. « None can come unto Chriſt, unleſs it be given 
=2”& unto him, andunleſs the Father draw him. Andall Men are not 
= *fodrawn by the Father, that they may come unto the Son ; 
©” > VIL. « Neither is there ſuch a ſufficient meaſure of Grace 
=” <Gyouchſafed unto every Man , whereby he is enabled: ro come 
be «unto everlaſting Life. 
 *23- All Gods Elctt are in their time inſeparably uniteunto: 
 Ehrift; by the effectual and vital Influence of the Holy Ghoft, de- 
rived from him, as from the Head, unto every true Member of his 
myſtical Body. And being thus made one with Chriſt, they are 
. Tacky regenerated , and made Partakers of him and all his Be- 
= — nents. 


of Tufffficarion and Faith. 


34 V) E are accounted Righteous before God, only for the 

| Y- Meritof our Lord and- Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, ap- 

pe by Faith : and not for our @wn works or merits. And this 

ighteonſneſs, which we fo receive of God's Mercy and Chriſt's 

Merits, imbraced- by Faith , is taken, accepted, and allowed of 
God, for our perfe&t and full Juſtification. 

35 Although this Juſtification be free unto ns, yet it cometh 
not, ſo ory us, that there is no Ranſom paid therefore at 
alt, . Gcd ſhewed his great Mercy in delivering us from our for- 
mer Captivity, without requiring of any Ranſom to be paid, or 
amends to be made on our parts : which thing by us had un- 
poſſible to be done. © And whereas all the World was not able of 
themſelves to pay any part towards their Ranſom, it pleaſed our 
Heavenly Father , of his Infinite Mercy , without any deſert of 
ours, to provide for us the moſt precious Merits of his own Son, 
whereby our Ranſom might be fully paid, the Law fulfilled, and 
his Juſtice fully fatisfied. So that Chriſt is now the Righteouſ- 
nefs of all them that trucly believe in him. He for them paid 
their Ranſom by his Death, He'for them fulfilled the Law in 
us Life. That now in him, and by him , every true Chriſtian 

| man 


Articles of Religion. 

man may be calleda fulfiler, of the Law : for as much as. that” 
which our infirmity was not able to effect, Chriſt's Juſtice hath' 
performed. And thus the Juſtice and Mercy of God do embrace 

each other: the Grace of God not ſhutting out the Juſtice of God 

in the matter of our Juſtification z but only ſhutting out the juſtice 

of Man (that is to ſay, the juſtice of our own works)-from being 

any cauſe of deſerving our Juſtification, 

'36 Whenwe ſay that we are juſtihed by Faith only, wedonot 
mean, that the ſaid juſtifying Faith is alone in Man, without true 
Repentance, Hope, Charity, and the Fear of God (for ſuch a 
Faith is dead, and cannot juſtifie) neither do we mean, that this 
our act to believe in Chriſt, or this our Faith in Chriſt, which is 
within us, doth of it ſelf juſtifieus, or deſerve our juſtification 
unto us, (for that were to account our ſelyes to be juſtified by the 
vertue'or Gay of ſomething that is within our ſelyes :) but the 
the true underſtanding and m_—_—y thereof is, that although we 
hear God's Word, and believe it, although we.have Faith, Hope, 
Charity,Repentance,and the Fear of God within us,and add never 
fo many good works thereunto : yet we muſt renounce the merit 
of all our ſaid vertues, of Faith, Hope, Charity,and all our other 
vertues and good Deeds, which we either have done, ſhall do, or 
can do, as things that be far too weak and unperfect, and unſuffi- 
cient todeſerye Remiſſion of our ſins, and our Juſtification : and 
therefore we muſt truſt only in God?s Mercy,and the Merits of his 
moſt dearly beloved Son, our only Redeemer, Saviour, and Juſti- 
fier, Jeſus Chriſt. Nevertheleſs, becauſe Faith doth direAly ſend 
us to Chriſt for our Juſtification, and that by Faith, given us of 
God, we embrace the Promiſe of God's Mercy,and the Remiſſion 
of our Sins, (which thing none other of or vertues or works pro- 
perly doth :) therefore the Scripture uſeth to ſay, That Faith with- 
oxt works ;, and the ancient Fathers of the Church to the ſame pur- 
poſe, that only Faith doth juſtifie us. 

37 By juſtifying Faith, we underſtand not only the common 
belief of the Articles of Chriſtian Religion , and a perſwaſion of 
the Truth of God's Word in general; but alſo a particular Appli- 
cation of the gracious Promiſes of the Goſpel ,- to the comfort of 
our own Souls; whereby we lay hold on Chriſt, with all his bene+ 
fits, having an earneſt Truſt and Confidence in Sod, that he ar 
B 2 e 


Articles of Religion. 

be merciful untous for his only Son's ſake. «> VI. © So that a 

«true Believer may be certain, by the aſſurante of Faith, of the 

« forgiveneſs of hi$Sins,and of his everlaſting Salvation by Chriſt, 
33 «+ V. © A true lively juſtifying Faith, and the fancifying 

« Spirit of God, is. not extinguiſhed , nor vaniſh=th away in the 

<« Regenerate, cither finally or totally. 
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Of Santtification and good Works. 


39 Ll that are juſtified, are likewiſe ſanCtified : their Faith 
4 \ being always accompanied with true Repentance and 
good Works. | 
40 Repentance isa gift of God , whereby a Godly ſorrow is 
wrought mn' the heart of the Faithful, for offending God their 
merciful Father, by their former Tranſgreſſions, together with a 
conſtant reſolution for the time to come to cleave unto God, and 
tolead a new Life. . 
43 Albeit that good works, which are the fruits of Faith and 
follow after Juſtification, cannot make ſatisfaction for our Sins, 


 andendure the Severity of God's Judgment: yet are they pleaſing 


to God, and accepted of him in Chriſt, and do ſpring from a true 
and lively Faith , which by them is to be diſcerned , as atree by 
the fruit. | 

42 The Works which God would.have his Peopte to walk in, 
are ſuch z$s he hath commanded in his Holy Scripture,and-not ſuch 
works as Men have deviſed out of their own brain, of a blind Zeal 
and D:votion, withoyt the warrant of the Word of God. 

43. The Repgeneratecannort fulfil the Law of God perfeQly in 
this life, For in many things we offend all : and if we ſay, we 
have no Sin, we deceive our ſclves, and the tiuth is not in vs. 

44 Not every heinoys Sin, wilingly committed aftcr Baptiſm, 
1s $1n againſt the Holy Ghoſt ani unpardonable, And therefore 
to ſuch as fal} into Sin after Baptiſm, place for Repentance is not 
to be denicd. 

45 Voluntary works, beſides, over and above God's Com- 
mandments, which they call works of Supererogation, canuot be 


taught without, Arrogancy, and Impiety. For by them Men-do 
| declare, 
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Articles of Religion. 
declare, that they do net only render unto God as much as they 
are bound to do, but that they do more for his ſake, than of 


bounden Cuty 1s required, « 


Of the Service of God. 


46 ur Duty towards God, is.to believe in him, to fear him, 

and to love him with all our Heart, with all our Mind, 
and with all our Soul, and with all our Strength, to worihip him, 
and to give him Thanks, to put our whole Truſt in him ,-to call 


upon him, to Honour his Holy Name and his Word, and to Serve 


him truly all the days of.our life. 

47 In all our Neceſſitizs we onght to have recourſe unto God 
by Prayer : aſſuring our ſelves that whatſoever we ask of the F2- 
ther in the Name of his Son (our only Mediator and Interceſlor) 
Chriſt Jeſus, and according to his Will , Ye will undoubtedly 

rant it. 
s 48. Weought to@rcpare our.hearts before we pray , and un- 
derſtand the things that we ask when we pray : that both our 
hearts.and voices may together ſound in the cars of God's Majelty. 

49 When Almighty God ſmiteth us with AfMiction ». Or ſome 
great Calamity hangeth over us, or any other weighty cauſe fa 
rcquireth ; it is our Duty to humble our ſ:lyes in Faſting, to be- 
wall our Sins with a ſorrowful heart , and to addict our ſelves to 
earneſt Prayer, that it might pleaſe God to turn his wrath from 
us, Or apply us with ſuch Graces as we greatly ſtand in need of. 

5o Faſting, is a with-holding of Meat, Drink, and ail natural 
Food, with other outwarddelights from the Body, for the deter- 
miacd time of Faſting. As for thoſe Abſtinencies, which are ap- 
pointed by Publick order of our Stare, for cating of Fiſh, and for- 

caring of Fleſh at certain Times and Days appointed, they areno 
ways meant to be Religious Faſts , nor intended for the mainte- 


nance of any Superſtition in the choice of Meats; but are groungetl . 
meerly upou Politick Conſiderations , for.Proviſion of things 


tending to the better Preſzrvation of the Common-wealth. 
51 We muſt not faſt with this perſwaſion of Mind, that 
our faſting can bring us to Heaven ,, or aſcribe outward Ho- 


lincſs , 


- Vela to the work wrought. For God alloweth not our faſt for 


the works ſake (which of it ſelf is a thing meerly indifferent) bur 
chiefly reſpecteth the heart, how it is affected therein. It is 
therefore requiſite, that firſt , before all things we cleanſe our 
hearts from Sin, and then direct our Faſt to ſuch ends as God 
will allow to be good : that the fleſh may thereby be chaſtiſed, the 
ſpirit may be more fervent in Prayer, and that our faſting may be 
a Teſtimony of our humble Submiſſion to God's Majeſty , when 
we acknowledge our Sins unto him , and are inwardly touched 
with ſorrowfulneſs of heart, bewailing the ſame in the AMiCtion 
of our Bodies. | 

52 All worſhip deviſed by Man's phantaſie , beſides or contra- 
xy to the Scriptures (as wandring on PUSTIM2ges, ſetting up of 
Candles, Stations, and Jubilies, Phariſaical Sets, and feigned Re- 
ligions, praying upon Beads, and ſuch-fike Superſtition) hath not 
only no Promile of _ in Scripture,but contrariwiſe Threat- 
nings and MaledictFns. 

53 All manner of expreſling God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Choſt,in an outward form, is utterlf@nlawful. As alſo all 
other Images deviſed or made by Man to the uſe of Religion. 

44 All Religious _—_ _ to be given to God alone ! 
from whom all Goodneſs, Health, and Grace ought to be both 
ased and looked for, as from the very Author and Giver of the 
fame, and from none other. 

55 The Name of God is to be uſed with all reverence and holy 
reſpect - and therefore all vain and rafh Swearing is utterly to be 
Condemned. Yet notwithſtanding upon lawful occaſions,an Oath 
may be given, and taken, according to the Word of God, Juſtice, 
 Fudgment, and Truth. 

56. The firſt Day of the Week , which is the Lord's-Day, is 
wholly to be dedicated to the Service of God : and therefore 
we are bound therein to reſt from our common and 6aily buſineſs; 


and to beſtow that leiſure upon Holy Exerciſes, both Publick and 
Private. 


Of 


_——_Þ_—_—_ 


Articles of Religion, 
Of the Civil Magiſtrate. 


57 'F'2 King's Majeſty under God hath the Soveraign and 

chief Power,within hjs Realms and Dominions., over all 
manner of Perſons, of what eſtate, either Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
ſoever they be; fo as no other foreign Power hath or ought to 
have any —— over them. 

58 Wedopfofeſs that the Supreme Government of all Eſtates 
within the ſaid Realms and Dominions, in all Cauſes, as well Ec- 
clefiaſtical 2s Temporal, dgth of right appertain to the King's 
Highneſs. Neither do we give unto him hereby the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Word and Sacraments, or the Power of the Keys : but 
that Prerogative only, which we ſee to' have been always given 
unto all godly Princes in Holy Scripture by Ggd himſelf; that js, 
thahe ſhould contain all Eſtates and Degrees committed to his 
charge by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, within 
their duty,and reſtrain the ttubborn and evil doers with the power 
of the Civil Sword, 

59 The Pope neither of himſelf, nor by any Authority of the 
Church or See of Rome, or by any other means with any other, . 
hath any Power or Authority to depoſe the King, or diſpoſe any 
of his Kingdoms or Dominions, or to authorize any other Prince 
to invade or annoy him, or his Countries, or to diſcharge any-of 
his Subjects of their Allegiance and Obedience to his Majeſty, or 
to give licenſe or leave to any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tu- 
mult, or to offer any violence or hurt to his Royal Perſon, State, 

or Government , or to any of his Subjects within his Majeſtie's 
Dominions. 

60 That Princes, which be Excommunicated or deprived by 
the Pope, may be Depoſed or Murthered by their Subjects,or any 
other whatſoever, is impious Doctrine. 

61 The Laws of the Realm may puniſh Chriſtian Men with 
Death, for heinous and grievous Offences. 

62 It is lawful for Chriſtian Men , at the Commandmgnt of . 
the Magiſtrate, to bear Arms, and to ſerve in juſt Wars. 


Of 


Of our Duty towards our Neighbours. | 
63 O\N Duty towards our Neighbonrs, is to love then as: "Is 


| our ſclves,ard to do to all men as we would they ſhould 
do tous; to honour and obey our Superiors, to preſerve the lafe-. 


ty.of mens Perſons,as 21fo their Chaſtity, Goods,8.good Names ; 


to bear no Malice nor Hatred in our hearts ; -to. keep our Bodies 
in Fewperance, Sobernefs, and Chaſtity , to be vrue and juſt in 
alLour doings ;” notto covet othet mens Goads, but: labour truly. 


bo 


-ggt our own. Living, and todo our Duty in that eſtate of life 
nto which of ir Cr Ne RC TORT 
-..64 For thePreſeryation of the Chaſtity of near Pyrſons, Wed- 
Jlock:is commanded unto all Men that ſtand jn need thereof. Nei- 
ther is there any Prohibition by the Word of God, but- that the 
Miniſters of the Church mayenter into the ſtate of Marrimggy 3 
they being no where commanded by God's Law, either to Vow 
the eſtate of ſingle Life, or to abſtain from Marriage. Therefore 
it is lawful alſo for them, as well-as for all qther Chriſtian men, 
to Marry at their own Diſcretion, as they ſhall judge the ſame to 

ſerve better to Godlineſs. 

65 The Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are not common, as 
touching the Right, Title, and Poſſeſſion of the ſame, as certain 
Anabaprtiſts falfly affirm. Notwithſtanding every. man ought of 
ſuch things as he poſleſſeth, liberally to give Alms to the Poor, 
according to his Ability. 

66 Faith given, is to be kept, even with Hereticks and Infidels. 

67 The Popiſh Doctrine of Equivocation and mental Reſer- 
vation 1s moſt ungodly, and tendeth plainly to the Subverſion of 
all Humane Society. 
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Of the Church,” and outward Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 


68 Here is but one Catholick Church (out of which there is 

.- no Salvation) containing the Univerſal Company of all 

the Saints that ever were,are,or ſhall be,gathered together in one 
Body, under one Head Chriſt Jeſus: part Sw already I 
Heaven 
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x part as-yet Mil upon Earth; - And: 


© » - becauſe this Church-confiſteth of all thoſe, and thoſe alone; which: 


are elefted by God untojSalvation, and-regenerated by-the Power. © 
of us Spirit, the number of whom is known only unto God him- 
ſelf; therefore it is called the Carholick,or Univerſal, and the.[x- 
viſible Church. ; toil 1643 tying Saas atetet 
69 - But particular and viſible Churches,(conſiſting of thoſe who 
make Profeſlion of the Faith of Chriſt , -andlive under the out- 
ward means of Salvation) be many in number.;. wherein'the,more 
or leſs ſincerely according to ' Chriſt's inſtittition, the Word of 
God is taught, "the Sacranients:are Adminiſtred,, and the Aurho-. 
rity of the-Keys is uſed ;. the more or kf pure areſuch Churches: 
70 Although in the viſible Chutch” the Evil. be eyer mingled 
with the good, and ſometimes the evil: have 'chief Authority in * 
the miniltracon of the Word and Sacraments : yet for as much 
as'they do not the ſame in their own Name, but in Chriſt*s, and 
miniſter by his Commiſſion and Authority ; we may uſe their,Mi- 
niſtery. both in Hearing the Word. and in receiving the Sacra. 
ments. Neither is the effeft of Chtilt*s ordinatice"taken away by 
their wickedneſs : nor the;grace of 'God?s gifts diminiſhed from 
ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly do: receive the Sacraments miniſtred- 
unto them ; which are effectual, becauſe of 'Chriſt*s Inſtitution 
and Promiſe,although they be miniitred by/evil Men. /: Neyerthe- 
Ic{ it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of-the Church , that inquiry 
be made of evil Miniſters, and that they be accuſed by. thoſe that 
have knowledge of their. Offences, and finally being found guilty, 


by juſt judgment be depoſed, | | 


71 It is not lawfulfor any man to take upon him the office of 
Publick Preaching or Miniſtring the Sacraments. of the Church, 
anleſs he be firſt awfully called, and fent tnexecute the fame. And 
thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, which be choſen 
and called to this work by Men who havepnblick Authority given 
them in the Church, to call and fend Miniſters into the Lord's 
Vineyard, | | 

72 To have Publick Prayer in the Church,or to Adminiſter the 
Sacraments'in a Tongue not underſtood of the People, is a thing 

ainly repugnant to the Word of God , and the. Cnitom of the 
imitive Church. C 73 Thet 


Articles of Religion: 

73 That Perſon,which by publick Denuntiation of the Church, 
is rightly cut off from the unity of the Church, and excemmuni- 
cate, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the Faithful, as 
a Heathen and Publican, until by Repentance he be openly recon- 
ciled and received into the Church, by the judgment of ſuch as 
have authority in that behalf. | 

| 74 God hath given power to his Miniſters, not ſimply to for- 
give SIS, ewhich Prerogative he hath reſerved only to himſelt ) 
but in-his Name to declare and pronounce unto ſuch as truely re- 
t, and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel, the Abſolution and 
orgiveneſs of Sins. Neither is.it God's pleaſure, that his people 
Fo d be tyed to make a particular Confeſſion of all their known 
ins unto any Mortal man : howſoever any Perſon grieved in his 
Conſcience, upon any ſp:cial cauſe , may well reſort unto any 
| Hy and Learned Miniſter, to receive advice and comfort at 


—_ — 


Of the Authority of the Church, genefal Counſels, and Biſhop of Rome, 


75 Þ is not lawful for the Church, to ordain any thing that is 
contrary to God*s Word : neither may it ſo expound one 
place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. Wherefore 
although the Church be a witneſs, and a keeper of holy Writ : 
yet as It ought not to decree any thin g 2gainſt the ſame, beſides 
the ſame, ought it not enforce any thing to be believed upon ne- 
cellity of Salvation. 
| 76 General Councels may not be gathered _—_ without 
the commandment and will of Princes : and when they be gathered 
together (for as much as they be an Aſſembly of Men not always 
erned with the Spirit and Word of God) they may erre, and 
imes have erred,even in things pertaining to the rule of Pie- 

- Wherefore things ordained by them, as neceſſary to Salva- 
non, have neither ſtrength nor authority, unlefs it may be ſhewed 
that they be taken out of Holy Scriptures. 

77 Every particular Church hath authority to inſtitute, to 
change, and clean to put away Ceremonies and other Eccle- 
+ HKnſtical Rites, as they be ſuperfluons, or be abuſed; and 
to 
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Articles of Religion. = 
to conſtitute other, making more to ſcemlineſs , to order , or 


edification. 

78 As the Churches of Jeruſalem, Alexandria and Antioch have 
erred : Soalfo the Church of Rome hath erred, not-only in thoſe 
things which concern matter of Practice and point of Ceremonies, 
but alſo in matters of Faith, 

79 The power which the Biſhop of Rowe now challengeth, tb 
be the Supreme Head of the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, and to 
be above all Emperors, Kings and Princes, is an uſurped 'Power, 


contrary to the Scriptures and Word of God, and contrary to the 


example of the Primitive Church : and therefore is for moſt juſt 
cauſes taken away , and aboliſhed within the Kings Majcſtie's 
Realms and Dominions. 

80 The Biſhop of Rome is ſo far from being the Supreme Head 
of the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, that bis works and doftrine do 
plainly diſcover him to be that mar of ſin, foretold in the Holy 
Scriptures, whem the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his month, 
and aboliſh with the brightneſs of hus coming. 


| —_——— <—— 


Of the ftate of the Old and New Teſtament. 


81 FN the Old Teſtament,the Commandments of the Law were - 


more largely, and the Promiſes of Chriſt more ſparingly 
and darkly propounded ;, ſhadowed with a multitude of T 
and Figures, and ſo much the more generally and obſcurely deli- 
vered, as the manifeſting of them was further off. 

82 The Old Teſtament is not contrary to the New. For both 
in the Old and New Teſtament eyerlaſting life is offered to Man- 
kind by Chriſt, who is the only Mediator between God and man, 
being both God and man. Wherefore they are not to be heard, 
which feign that the old Fathers did look only for tranſitory pro- 
miſes. For they looked forall benefits of God the Father through 
the Merits of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as we now do : only they belie- 
ved in Chriſt which ſhould come, we in Chriſt already come. 

83 The New Teſtament js full of Grace and Truth , bringing 
joyful Tidings unto Mankind, that whatſoever formerly was pro- 


nufed of Chriſt, is now accompliſked : and ſo in ſtead of the an- 
C 2 cient 
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Articles of . Relipion. 
cient Types and Ceremonics , exhibiteth the things themſelves, 
with alarge and clear declaration of all the Benefits of the Goſpel. 
Neither is the miniſtery thereof reſtrained any longer to one.cir- 
cumciſ:d Nation, but is indifferently proponnded unto all People, 
whether they be Jews or Gentiles. So that there is now no Nation 
which can truly complain, that they be ſhur forch from the Com- 
mugion of Saivts, and the Liberties of the People'of God. +: _, 
'87*Although the Law given from God by A:/cs, as touching 
Ceremonies and Rites he aholithed,and the Civil Precepts thereof 
be not of neceſſity t6 be received in any Common-wealth: yet mot- 
withſtanding, no Chriſtian man whatſoever is freed from the 
Obedience of the Commandments, which are called Moral. 
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Df the Sacraments of the New Teſtament. 


85 He Sacraments ordained by Chriſt, be not only Badges or 
1 Tokens of Chriſtian mens Profeſſion : but rather certain 
fure witneſſes, and effectual or powerful ſigns of Grace and God's 
good will towards us, by which he doth work. inviſibly in us,& nor 
only quicken, but alſo ſtrengthen and confirm our Faith in him. 

86 There be two Sacraments ordained of Chriſt our Lord in 
the Goſpel, that js to ſay, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper. + 
_*85: Thoſe five, which by the Church of Rox are called Sacra- 
ments,t0.wit, Confir mation, Penance,Orders, Matrimony,and Extream 

 Onltion.are not to be accountcd Sacraments of the Goſpel : being 
| Tuch,as have partly grown from corrupt imitation of the Apoſtles, 
partly are ſtares of life allowed in the Scripturcs, but yct have not 
like Nature of Sacraments with,Bapriſm and the Lo#d*s Supper, for 
that they have not any viſiblelWgn or ceremony ordained of God, 
together with a Promiſe of ſaving Grace anncxed thereunto. 

88 The'Sactaments. were not ordaincd of Chriſt to be gazed 
upon, or to be carried about ; hut that we ſhould duely uſe them. 
And in ſuch only as worthily receive the ſame, they have a whole- 

fom eff and operation; but they that receive themunworthily, 
"thereby drcaw Juclgment vpon themlclves. $410 
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Of Baptiſm. 


89 | gen m is not only an outward fign of our Profeſſion, and' 


a note of differcnce , whereby Chriſtians are difcernet 
from 1uch as are no Chriſtians;but much more a Sacrament of our 
admillion into the Church, ſcaling unto us our new Birth” (and 
conſequently our Juſtification, Adoption, and SanCtification) by 
the Communion which we have with Jeſus Chriſt. 


go. The Baptiſm of Infants is to be retained in the Church, as 


agreeable to the Word of God. 
91 In the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, Exorciſe, Oil, Salt, 


Spittle, and ſuperſtitious hallowing of the Water, are for juſt cauſes, 


aboliſhed : and without them the Sacrament is fully and perfectly 
adminittred, to all intents and purpoſes, agreeable to the inſti-- 
tution of our Saviour Chriit, 


Of the Lords Supper. 


92 He Lord's Supper, is not only a ſign of the: mutual love: 
which Chriſtians ought to bear one towards another,but 


much more a Sacrament of our Preſeryation in the Church,. ſeal-.. 


ing unto us our ſpiritual nouriſhment and” continual growth in 


Chriſt. | 
93 The change of the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine, into the 


ſubſtance of the Body and Blood of Chriſt , commonly. called. 


Tranſubftantiation,cannot be proved by holy Writ ; but is repug-- 
nant to plain Teſtimonies of the Scripture, overthtoweth the na- 
ture of a Sacrament, and hath given occaſion to moſt groſs Idola-. 
try, and manifold Superſtitions. Rs” na 

94 In the outward part of the holy Communion, the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt is in a moſt lively manner repreſented ; being no 
otherwiſe preſent with the viſible Elements, than things ſignified 
and ſcaledare preſent with the ſigns and ſeals, that is to ſay, ſym- 
bolically and relatively. But jn the inward and ſpiritual part, the 
ſanze Body and Blood is reallyand fubſtantiall He ented ngto all 


thoſe, who have Grace to receive the Son 0 , even to - 
| thoſe: 
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les.of Religion. 


muy thoſe that believe in his Name. And unto ſuch as in this manner 


97 Both the' parts of the Lord's Sacrament , according to 
ChriſPs inſtitution, and IE of the ancient Church,nught 
$ 


to be miniſtred unto all God's People ;, and it is plain Sacriledge 
to rob them of the Myſtical Cup, for whom Chriſt hath ſhed his 
moſt precious Blood. 
98 The Sacrament of the Lord?s Supper was not by Chriſt's or- 
Cinance reſerved, carried abour, lifted up, or worſhipped. 
©-99 "The Sacrifice of the Maſs , wherein the Prieſt is ſaid to 
offer up Chriſt for obtaining the Remiſlion of pain or guilt, for the 
quick and the dead, is neither agrecable to Chriſt's ordinance, nor 
grounded upon Doctrine Apoſtolick : but.contrariwiſe moſt un- 
odly, and moſt injurious to that All-ſufficient Sacrifice of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, offered once for ever upon the Croſs, which.is the 
wnly nn and Satisfattion for all our Sins. 
100 Private Maſs, that is, the receiving of the Euchariſt by the 


Prieſt alone, without a competent number of Communicants, is | 


watrary to the inſtitution of Chriſt. 
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Articles of Relig! " 
102 The Dotrine of the Church of Rome , concerning Lim-- 
bus Patrum, Limbus Puerorum \ or! al » Prayer for the Dead, 
Pardons, Adoration of Images and Rel:ques , and alſo Invorgtion of 
Saints, is vainly invented without all warrant of Holy Scripture, 
yea, and is contrary to the ſame. | 
103 At theend of this world, the Lord Jeſus ſhall come in the ' 
Clouds with the glory of his Father : at which time, by the Al- 
mighty Poweatgf God, the living ſhall be changed, and the dead 
fhall be raiſed; and all ſhall appear both in and Soul before 
his Judgment-Seat, to receive according to that which they have 
done in their Bodies, whether good or evil. 
104 When the laſt Judgment is finiſhed, Chriſt ſhall deliver up 
the Kingdom to his Father, and God ſhall be all in all. __ 
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The DECREE of the SYNOD. 


FF any Minifter, of what Degree or Qualicy 
ſoever he be, ſhall Publickly Teach any - 
Doctrine contrary to theſe Articles agreed upon; 
If after due Admonition he do not confornghime- 
ſelf, and ceaſe todiſturb the Peace of the Church ; . 


let him be Silenced, and deprived of all Spiritual. 
Promotions he doth enjoy. 


FINAIS.. 


